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_ A MESSAGE FROM
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear friends,

2020 was a unique year marked by difficulties, challenges and triumphs. As the country grappled with a
silent assault from COVID-19, we were also forced this summer to take a hard look at the inequities faced
by communities of color — and in particular, our Black friends, family and loved ones. As an organization
committed to fighting for full, lived equality for all LGBTQ+ people, Equality California worked hard during
the 2020 legislative session to pass a new package of pro-equality legislation. In partnership with long-
standing champions in the legislature, we sponsored and passed groundbreaking bills and resolutions
and laid the foundation for even more historic advances in 2021.

Our 2020 legislative package focused on addressing the disparities and inequities faced by the LGBTQ+
community within the criminal justice system, including legislation that will make great strides toward
mitigating violence and harm committed against transgender, nonbinary and intersex people who are in-
carcerated by ensuring they are afforded basic respect, agency and dignity. We continue to fight for quality
healthcare and mental health services for all LGBTQ+ people, including ensuring LGBTQ+ people are part
of the COVID-19 response, improving access to mental and general healthcare services for LGBTQ+ young
people and protecting those living with HIV from insurance discrimination.

Some of our legislative proposals attracted hateful — and even violent — opposition from far-right extrem-
ists and anti-LGBTQ+, anti-Semitic conspiracy theory movements like QAnon. Dangerous disinformation
about our legislation aimed at ending discrimination against LGBTQ+ young people on California’s sex
offender registry and the transgender community’s bill to address deep disparities in health and well-be-
ing caused a number of legislators who have been strong allies in the past to oppose or remain neutral on
some of our top legislative priorities. It is always disappointing when elected leaders — especially those
who have been consistent allies — fall short of a 100% score. But our deep commitment to equality for all
people — including the most vulnerable among us — must remain steadfast and true. We will continue to
work with our community partners to eliminate deep-rooted discrimination and injustice, even when that

“2020 was a unique year
marked by difficulties,
challenges and
triumphs.”

work requires uncomfortable conversations and contentious debates. We know this work will not always be
easy, but it is righteous and critical to our mission of creating a world that is healthy, just and fully equal for all
LGBTQ+ people.

This year has shown us unequivocally that we cannot do this critical work alone. That is why we are grateful
for the support of our hundreds of thousands of members, our pro-equality legislative champions and our
diverse and powerful community partners. Thanks to you, California is another year closer to achieving full,
lived equality for all LGBTQ+ people and the diverse communities to which we belong.

Rick Chavez Zbur
Executive Director




THANK YOU,
LEGISLATIVE LGBTQ CAUCUS

As one of the nation’s largest, most diverse caucuses of
openly LGBTQ+ state legislators, the California Legislative
LGBTQ+ Caucus has continued to pave the way toward a
world that is healthy, just and fully equal for all LGBTQ+
people.

In 2020, under the leadership of Chair Senator Scott Wiener
(D-San Francisco) and Vice Chair Assemblymember Todd
Gloria (D-San Diego), the LGBTQ+ Caucus authored and
co-authored many of Equality California’s top legislative
priorities including the Transgender Respect, Agency, and
Dignity Act and a bill ending discrimination in California’s sex
offender registry laws. Equality California is grateful to the
seven Caucus members and their staff, including consultants
Alina Hernandez and Severiano Christian. We look forward
to continuing to grow the Caucus to ensure that the LGBTQ+
community is well-represented in the Capitol.
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“We work closely with Equality
California to pass pro-LGBTQ+
legislation and to defeat
legislation that is problematic
for our community.”

Senator Scott Wiener
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Equality California’s 2020 legislative package was shaped by the COVID-19 global pandemic
and calls for racial equity. As state legislators reduced and refocused their bills in response to
the pandemic, our team in Sacramento updated our bills accordingly, while still prioritizing the
most vulnerable members of the LGBTQ+ community. Our final 2020 legislative package in-
cluded 7 sponsored bills, 5 of which were signed into law. Our sponsored legislation this year
took on a wide range of issues that will help advance the health and well-being of the LGBTQ+
community and the diverse communities to which LGBTQ+ people belong.

SPONSORED BILLS

LGBTQ+ Young People Nondiscrimination
SB 145 by Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco)

SB 145 addresses the state’s discriminatory practice of treating LGBTQ+ young people differently than their
non-LGBTQ+ peers when they engage in voluntary sexual activity. Currently, for example, if an 18-year-old boy
has voluntary intercourse with his 17-year-old girlfriend, he is not automatically required to register as a sex
offender. But if an 18-year-old boy has voluntary sex with his 17-year-old boyfriend or an 18-year-old girl has
voluntary sex with her 17-year-old girlfriend, they’re automatically required to register as sex offenders, re-
gardless of the circumstances. SB 145 only applies in limited circumstances and to voluntary acts, consistent
with the pre-existing framework for voluntary intercourse. Equality California cosponsored SB 145 along with
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.
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Transgender Respect, Agency, and Dignity Act

SB 132 by Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco)

SB 132 reduces the very real harm that transgender, nonbinary and intersex people face while incarcerated by
ensuring that they are housed according to their own perception of health and safety, which may or may not
be according to their gender identity. This ends the default practice of housing transgender people according
to their birth-assigned gender, which carries significant risk of violence, rape and assault and strips transgen-
der people of their agency and dignity while incarcerated. SB 132 also requires that the gender pronoun and
honorific that the incarcerated individual has specified be used by facility staff in all written and verbal com-
munications. Equality California cosponsored SB 132 along with Transgender Law Center, TransLatin@ Coali-
tion, TGl Justice Project, ACLU of California, Lambda Legal and Medina Orthwein LLP.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

Affirming Records
SB 741 by Senator Cathleen Galgiani (D-Stockton)

SB 741 would streamline the process for transgender Californians to update their marriage certificates and
the birth certificates of their children to accurately reflect their legal name and gender, while still protecting
their privacy. Current state law allows transgender people to petition courts to change their legal name and
gender to conform with their gender identity. The law then allows such a person'’s old birth certificate to be
sealed and a new one issued as an original to protect the person’s privacy and respect their identity. This leg-
islation would simply align the process for updating transgender people’s marriage certificates and the birth
certificates of their children with the process for updating their own birth certificate.

Status: Vetoed by Governor Newsom due to the need for a technical amendment that was not apparent until
the bill was on the Governor’s desk. We plan to reintroduce the bill in 2021.
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Mandated Reporters
AB 1145 by Assemblymember Cristina Garcia (D-Bell Gardens)

AB 1145 improves access to, and the quality of, mental and general health care services for young people

by clarifying that people who are mandated by law to report child abuse are not required to report specified,
voluntary sexual contact in limited circumstances. AB 1145 addresses ambiguity in existing law that has con-
fused mandated reporters for many years, resulting in barriers to physical and mental health care services for
LGBTQ+ youth.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

COVID-19 Data Collection for the LGBTQ+ Community

SB 932 by Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco)

SB 932 strengthens data collection and reporting regarding the sexual orientation and gender identity of Cal-
ifornians with specified reportable communicable diseases, including COVID-19, so that we can better under-
stand public health impacts, challenges, and potential solutions with respect to the LGBTQ+ community.
Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

Equal Insurance HIV Act
SB 961 by Senator Lena Gonzalez (D-Long Beach), incorporated into Section 3 of SB 1255

The Equal Insurance HIV Act updates California’s outdated and discriminatory insurance underwriting laws to
clarify that life and disability income insurance providers may not refuse applications based solely on the out-
come of an HIV test. HIV can be treated and managed just as any number of other chronic conditions can be.
It is time our laws reflect this reality. Equality California cosponsored this bill along with California Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

Intersex Autonomy

SB 201 by Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco)

SB 201 will protect the rights of intersex Californians — “intersex” being a term used for people born with
variations in their sex characteristics — by ensuring they can provide informed consent before medically un-
necessary, often irreversible and potentially harmful procedures are performed on them. SB 201, at its core, is
about giving people born with variations in their sex characteristics autonomy over their own bodies. The bill
does not prohibit treatment or surgery when it is medically necessary; it will simply delay elective surgeries
often performed on babies in an attempt to “normalize” their bodies until they have the ability to make their
own informed decision. Equality California cosponsored this bill with interACT and the ACLU of California.
Status: Failed passage in the Senate Committee on Business, Professions, and Economic Development.

BILLS SUPPORTED, BUT NOT SCORED

In addition to our sponsored legislation in 2020, we prioritized a number of important pieces of racial justice
legislation. Racial justice is an LGBTQ+ issue and is critical to our mission of creating a world that is healthy,
just and fully equal for all people. We supported 14 bills and two proposed constitutional amendments focused
on advancing racial justice. We have included 10 bills and two constitutional amendments, which had signifi-
cant impacts on LGBTQ+ people and the diverse communities to which we belong, in this scorecard. We select-
ed these pieces of legislation to highlight because they provide an overall picture of the breadth of issues on
which we engage in Sacramento.

8| Equality California 2020 State Legislative Scorecard

ﬁiﬁﬁ;’ 3‘\. NTE{;R]&T . ‘ ”

Onecol, e -ith.com _:_;’

u

#tsMyLite

right to be
& insured, -

AB 901 by Assemblymember Mike Gipson (D-Carson)

AB 901 encourages appropriate interventions for youth as opposed to being further criminalized in “voluntary’
probation on the basis of their academic performance or non-criminal behavior such as truancy or disobeying
a teacher.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

AB 979 by Assemblymember Chris Holden (D-Pasadena)

AB 979 ensures more representation of historically underrepresented communities on corporate boards by
requiring that each publicly held corporation headquartered in California have at least one director from an
underrepresented community - which includes Black, Latino, Asian, Pacific Islander, and LGBTQ+ people - by
the end of 2021.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

AB 1185 by Assemblymember Kevin McCarty (D-Sacramento)

AB 1185 authorizes counties to create a sheriff oversight board and other important accountability mecha-
nisms as they relate to the sheriff.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

Equality California 2020 State Legislative Scorecard |9



AB 1196 by Assemblymember Mike Gipson (D-Carson)
AB 1196 prohibits law enforcement from using carotid restraints, otherwise known as choke holds.
Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

AB 1506 by Assemblymember Kevin McCarty (D-Sacramento)

AB 1506 increases review of law enforcement use-of-force policies and requires the investigation of officer-in-
volved shootings that result in death.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

AB 2054 by Assemblymember Sydney Kamlager (D-Los Angeles)

AB 2054 would have established the Community Response Initiative to Strengthen Emergency Systems
(C.R.I.S.E.S) Act pilot program, which would promote community-based responses to local emergency situations.
Status: Vetoed by Governor Newsom.

AB 2112 by Assemblymember James C. Ramos (D-Highland)

AB 2112 creates a statewide Office of Suicide Prevention within the Department of Public Health to study and
address the crisis of suicide. LGBTQ+ people — and LGBTQ+ youth in particular — face significantly higher rates
of self harm and suicide ideation than their non-LGBTQ+ peers.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

AB 3121 by Assemblymember Shirley Weber (D-San Diego)

AB 3121 establishes the Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans to sum-
marize existing evidence of the institution of slavery that existed within the United States and the colonies and
to recommend, among other things, the form and mode of compensation that should be awarded to descen-
dants of people who were enslaved.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

SB 793 by Senator Jerry Hill (D-San Mateo)

The rate of tobacco use in the LGBTQ+ community is more than twice as high as our non-LGBTQ+ peers, and
Big Tobacco companies have targeted the LGBTQ+ community with predatory advertising campaigns and fla-
vored tobacco products.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

SB 1383 by Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson (D-Santa Barbara)

SB 1383 provides California’s workers with the essential job protection they need to care for themselves, a
new child, or a seriously ill family member. Job-protected leave is fair, humane, and, as the COVID-19 health
and economic crisis has made clear, critical to Californians’ well-being.

Status: Signed by Governor Newsom.

» ACA 4 by Assemblymember Kevin Mullin (D-South San Francisco)
Fighting for justice ACA 4 gave voters in California the opportunity to authorize 17-year-old Californians who will turn 18 before
and equality for a general election the ability to vote in the corresponding primary election. Doing so would help increase civic
. participation among LGBTQ+ young people and allies and help young people build a lifelong habit of voting.
everyone Is what ws Status: Chaptered. Failed on the 2020 California general election ballot.
must all do.

ACA 6 by Assemblymember Kevin McCarty (D-Sacramento)

Assemblymember Shirley Weber ACA 6 gave voters in California the opportunity to restore voting rights to people who have completed a
prison term.

Status: Chaptered. Passed on the 2020 California general election ballot.
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“Being an ally is about

more than policy. It's about

keeping hearts open and

20 watching out for our LGBTQ
family once the pride

20 parties are over and the

STATE bills are signed.”
LEG I S LATIVE Assemblymember Sydneygm-lager
SCORECARD

METHODOLOGY

In the scorecard that follows, the analysis of votes is based primarily on the final floor votes cast on the measures. “Yes” votes
on scored legislation are represented by “+" and “no” votes are represented by “-.” Legislators who are present but not voting
are denoted by an “A” for “abstaining,” which is scored as equivalent to a “no” vote on sponsored or supported legislation.
Passage of legislation typically requires a “yes” vote by the majority of all legislators, so failing to cast a vote has the same

effect as a “no” vote.

Legislators who were officially absent for a vote did not have that vote factored into the rating and are denoted on the
scorecard with an “E” for “excused.” Missed votes on scored legislation may be excused if the legislator was a co-author,
voted to support the legislation at a previous floor vote or in committee, or was absent from the floor on official business.

The overall score reflects legislators’ votes on Equality California-sponsored legislation and priority supported legislation
(highlighted in RED). Highlighted in YELLOW are bills that Equality California supported but did not factor into this year's

scoring. Members of the LGBTQ+ Caucus are denoted with an “*” and authors of sponsored legislation are denoted with a “+
next to their names.

Please note:

Senator Melissa Melendez (R-La Quinta) received two scores -- one score is based on votes that occurred while she held office
in the Assembly, and one score is based on votes that occurred while she held office in the Senate. Votes that occurred outside
of her term in either house are denoted by “N/A" for “not applicable” and are not factored into her score in that house.

Governor Newsom's veto of SB 741 (Galgiani), which Equality California requested and supported, is noted as excused due
to the need for a technical amendment that was not apparent until the bill was on the Governor’s desk, at which point the
bill was not eligible for amendment or retraction. We plan to reintroduce the bill with the Governor’s stated commitment to
working with us and the Legislature during the next legislative session.

SB 201 (Wiener - Intersex Autonomy) is scored in the Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic Development
Committee, where the bill died after opponents declined to engage in good-faith negotiations.
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8 Aguiar-Curry + + + + + + + + A +

@ Arambula + + + + + + + + + +
Bauer-Kahan + + + + + + + + + +
Berman + + + + + + + + + +
Bigelow - - A A + + - A - -
Bloom + + + + + + + + + +
Boerner Horvath + + + + + + + + + -
Bonta + + + + + + + + + +
Brough - - + A + + - - - -
Burke + + + + + + + + + +
Calderon + + + + + + + + + +
Carrillo + + + + + + + + + +
Cervantes * + + + + + + + + + -
Chau + + + + + + + + + +
Chen A - + A + + A A - A
Chiu + + + + + + + + + +
Choi A - + A + + - A - _
Chu + + + + + + + + + +
Cooley + + + + + + + + - A
Cooper + A + A + + + + A A
Cunningham A - + + + + - A - -
Dahle, Megan - - A A + + - + - N/A
Daly A + + + + + + A A +
Diep A - + + + + A A A A
Eggman * A A A A A A A + A +
Flora A - A A + + A A - _
Fong - - A A + + - A - -
Frazier A A A A A A A A A -
Friedman + + + + + + + + + +
Gabriel + + + + + + + + + +
Gallagher - - A + + + - A - -
Garcia, Cristina + + + + + + + + + + +
Garcia, Eduardo + + + + + + + + + +
Gipson + + + + + + + + A +
Gloria * + + + + + + + + + +
Gonzalez + + + + + + + + + +
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3 Gray D 21 A + A - + + + + 63%
ok Grayson D 14 + + A E + + + + 86%
Holden D 41 + + + + + + + + 100%
Irwin D 44 + + + + + + + + 100%
Jones-Sawyer D 59 + + + + + + + + 100%
Kalra D 27 + + + + + + + + 100%
Kamlager-Dove D 34 + + + + + + 100%
Kiley R B - - - + + - 25%
Lackey R 36 - - - - + + + + 50%
Levine D 10 + + + + + + + 100%
Limén D 37 + + + A + + + + 88%
Low* D 28 + + + + + + + 100%
Maienschein D 77 - + + - + + + + 75%
Mathis R 26 - - - - - + + - 25%
Mayes [ 42 + + + + + + + + 100%
McCarty D 7 + + + + + + + + 100%
Medina D 61 + + + + + + + + 100%
Melendez/VANCANT R 67 - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0%
Mullin D 22 + + + + + + + + 100%
Muratsuchi D 66 + + + + + + + 100%
Nazarian D 46 A + + + + + + + 88%
0’Donnell D 70 + + + + + + + 100%
Obernolte R 33 - - - - - + + - 25%
Patterson R 23 - - - - - + + - 25%
Petrie-Norris D 74 A + + A + + + + 75%
Quirk D 20 + + + + + + + E 100%
Quirk-Silva D 65 A + A + + + + 75%
Ramos D 40 + A + - + + + + 75%
Rendon D 63 E + + + + + + 100%
Reyes D 47 + + + + + + + 88%
Rivas, Luz D 39 + + + + + + + 100%
Rivas, Robert D 30 + + + + + + + 100%
Rodriguez D 52 + + A - + + + + 75%
Rubio D 48 + + + + + + + 100%
Salas D 32 - + - - + + + + 63%
Santiago D 53 + + + + + + 100%
Smith D 38 A + A E + + + + 71%
Stone D 29 + + + + + + 100%
Ting D 19 + + + + + + + + 100%
Voepel R 71 - E E E E + + - 50%
Waldron R 75 - A A - + + + - 38%
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Lackey - A - + + A A - - -
Levine + - + + + + + + - +
Limdn + + A + + + + + + + + +
Low* + + + + + + + + + +
Maienschein A + + + + + + + +
Mathis - - - A + + - - _
Mayes + - A + + - +
McCarty + + + + + + + + "
Medina + + + + + + + + + + + +
Melendez/VANCANT N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A -
Mullin + + + + + + + + + + + +
Muratsuchi + + + + + + + + + + + +
Nazarian + + + + + + + + + + + +
0’Donnell + + + + + + + + + + +
Obernolte - - - A + - A - - -
Patterson - A - A A - + - A - _ _
Petrie-Norris + - + + + + + + -
Quirk + + + + + + + + + + + ¥
Quirk-Silva + + + + + + + A
Ramos A + A + + + + + A A A A
Rendon + + + + + + + +
Reyes + + + + + + + + + + + +
Rivas, Luz + + + + + + + + + + + +
Rivas, Robert + + A + + + + + + + +
Rodriguez A + A A A + + + + + + +
Rubio + + + A + + + + A +
Salas A + - + + + + + + A + A
Santiago + + + + + + + + + + +
Smith + + A + + + + + + + + -
Stone + + + + + + + + + + +
Ting +
Voepel A A A A A A A A A A A +
Waldron A A - A - A A - -
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State Senate
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Members (-} a
Allen D 26 + N/A 100%
Archuleta D 32 + A 78%
Atkins* D 39 + N/A 100%
Bates R 36 - - N/A 25%
Beall D 15 + + N/A 100%
Borgeas R 8 - - N/A 25%
Bradford D 35 + + N/A 100%
Caballero D 12 + + N/A 100%
Chang R 29 - - A 33%
Dahle R - - N/A 25%
Dodd D + + - 89%
Durazo D 24 + N/A 100%
Galgiani *+ D S + + 89%
Glazer D 7 + + A 89%
Gonzalez + D 33 + + N/A 100%
Grove R 16 - - N/A 25%
Hertzberg D 18 + + N/A 100%
Hill D 13 + + - 89%
Hueso D 40 + A N/A 88%
Hurtado D 14 A A N/A 75%
Jackson D 19 + + N/A 100%
Jones R 38 A A N/A 0%
Leyva D 20 + + + 100%
McGuire D 2 + + N/A 100%
Melendez R 28 - - N/A 25%
Mitchell D 30 + + N/A 100%
Monning D 17 + + N/A 100%
Moorlach R 37 - - N/A 25%
Morrell R 23 - - N/A 25%
Nielsen R - - N/A 25%
Pan D + + - 89%
Portantino D 25 + + N/A 100%
Roth D 31 + N/A 100%
Rubio D 22 + A N/A 88%
Skinner D 9 + N/A 100%
Stern D 27 + + N/A 100%
Umberg D 34 + + N/A 100%
Wieckowski D 10 + + N/A 100%
Wiener *+ D 11 + + N/A 100%
Wilk R 21 - - - 33%
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Durazo + + + + + + + + + + +
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Glazer + + + + + + + + - + A
Gonzalez + + + + + ¥ +
Grove A - - + A + + A A - - -
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Jackson + +
Jones - A A A A A A A A - - -
Leyva + + + +
McGuire + + + + + + + + + + + +
Melendez - - - + - - - -
Mitchell + + + + + + + + +
Monning A + + + + + + + +
Moorlach A - A + + A A - - A
Morrell - - - A A - + - A A _ _
Nielsen - - - - - - + - + - _ -
Pan + + + + + + + + + + + +
Portantino + + + + + + + + + + +
Roth + + + + + + + + + A + +
Rubio + + + + + + + + + + +
Skinner + + + + + + + + + + +
Stern + A + + + + + + + +
Umberg + + + + + + + + A + ¥
Wieckowski + A + + + + + + + + +
Wiener *+ + + + + + + + + + +
Wilk - - + + + + + + + +
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20

20 GOVERNOR
NEWSOM
SCORECARD

Thank you, Governor Newsom!

Governor Gavin Newsom, once again, has demonstrated that he is a pro-equality champion and

has delivered on his promise to stand with the LGBTQ+ community and people living with HIV. The
governor signed five of the six bills sponsored by Equality California that reached his desk and is
committed to working with Equality California and the Legislature during the 2021 legislative ses-
sion. We thank Governor Newsom and his staff for their leadership and strong support for full, lived
equality for all LGBTQ+ people.
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